In a ‘‘Personal Postcript’’ Garlin 
tells of his interview with the novelist’s 
grandson, Dr. William White Howells, 
professor of anthropology at Harvard 
University. Dr. Howells was somewhat 
bemused that someone would be 
interested in resurrecting the radical 
record of his famous grandfather, 
especially with regard to Haymarket. 
He generously gave Garlin permission 
to quote from a number of Howells’s 
letters deposited at Knox College in 
Galesburg, Illinois. 

The Haymarket era, with its anti- 
radical and anti-socialist hysteria, its 
frameups and victims, was a cruel and 
shameful episode. Like all such, it 
brought forth the best and worst in 
people. In Howells it brought forth the 
best. The courageous struggle into 
which he threw himself to save the lives 
of the Haymarket victims tempered 


him, made him into an _ even greater 
writer, a man more sensitive to human 
suffering, more aware of the struggle 
between the classes, more cognizant of 
the need for radical social change. 

As he told Theodore Dreiser in an 
interview a decade later, in 1898: ‘‘I 
have come to see life, not as the chase 
of a forever-impossible personal happi- 
ness, but as a field for endeavor to- 
ward the happiness of the whole 
human family. There is no other suc- 
cess.”” 

Other American literary giants, 
however, failed to rise to the challenge 
of the times. The poet James Russell 
Lowell even condoned the executions. 
Mark Twain, of course, did not, yet he 
remained silent. Garlin takes note of 
these shameful failings and contrasts 
them with the heroic position taken by 
Howells. But he does not use a cleaver 


in doing so. He is careful to remind the 
reader that in other critical periods 
these same men played noteworthy 
roles—Lowell in his opposition to the 
war against Mexico and his struggle for 
the abolition of slavery, and Mark 
Twain, for his generally progressive 
and anti-imperialist record. 

Facsimiles of Eleanor Marx’s letter 
and of two written by August Spies, 
one of the Haymarket martyrs, are 
contained in an appendix. There are 
also thumbnail biographical sketches 
of the Haymarket victims. Garlin also 
includes 61 reference notes and five 
full pages of bibliography. 

This should not frighten away the 
reader interested only in the story. The 
author employs neither political jargon 
nor the pretentious writing so fre- 
quently associated with scholarship. 
He is a pleasure to read. 
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